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suffering, and was, moreover, so entirely wrapped up
in his work, that anything which threatened the suspen-
sion of activity was an intolerable calamity. He had
practically no recreations; and though in many ways
physically indolent, yet he was incapable of deliberate
rest, and had no quiet, tranquil occupations in which
he could take refuge.

In 1868 he paid his first visit to Penkill Castle,
Ayrshire, the home of Miss Alice Boyd, a gifted
amateur artist whom he had known for some years.
He returned in better health and spirits, though he
said that his eyes still troubled him, and that he saw
all objects that were not quite close to him with a veil
interposed, which he described as being like curling
smoke or effervescing champagne. He took to wearing
strong glasses, which he never removed. In 1869 he
revisited Penkill, and it now became clear that there
was some definite nervous mischief at work. He
often discussed the ethics of suicide, and -was under
the impression that he was visited by manifestations
which proved that the spirit of his wife was near him.
William Bell Scott, who was at Penkill at the time,
gives a curious story of a walk which he took with
Eossetti to a certain dark pool in a rocky glen near
Penkill, when he believed that the prompting to self-
destruction visited Bossetti's mind with a sudden insist-
ence. Moreover, Bossetti found a chafrinch in the road
to G-irvan, which allowed itself to be picked up, handled,
and carried home, and which he seems to have in
some way connected with the spirit of his wife. But his
intellect was extraordinarily vigorous. He wrote several
poems, among them The Stream's Secret, one of his most
musical and mystical lyrics, much of which he com-igns of failing*
